
Health Care 

 
'Largest capital investment' in rural health care debuts in 
Southern Oregon 
  

 
 
The $50 million Sky Lakes Collaborative Health Center in Klamath Falls will 
open in January. The four-story, 100,000-square-foot building will house 
medical clinics and education programs. 
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Oregon Health & Science University and Sky Lakes Medical Center on 
Thursday cut the ribbon on their new health care center in Klamath Falls. 

“It’s a big deal for us,” said Sky Lakes CEO Paul Stewart. “In a metropolitan 
market, this wouldn’t make that much of a splash perhaps. In our community 
and region we serve in Southern Oregon, it’s the single largest capital 
investment in health care ever.” 

The $50 million, 100,000-square-foot Sky Lakes Collaborative Health Center 
brings a variety of services under one roof, with clinical and classroom space 
and the latest technology, including a simulation lab. 

 

The $50 million Sky Lakes Collaborative Health Center will open to the public 
in January. 

"We talk about our university’s desire to promote the health and well-being for 
all Oregonians," OHSU President Dr. Danny Jacobs said. "Our campus is 
98,000 square miles. We're excited to open the Sky Lakes Collaborative 
Health Center. It furthers our mission."  

The project has been in the works for about three years, though the two 
institutions have a 25-year history of collaboration. Sky Lakes operates the 
states’ only rural-based residency program, the intent of which is to train 
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family medicine doctors in a rural environment in hopes that they set up 
practice in underserved communities. 

 

 
 

The new four-story building at Sky Lakes Medical Center will allow a big 
expansion of primary care. 

 

 “Physicians tend to migrate to communities where they trained or analogous 
to where they trained,” Stewart said. Since 1993, 80 percent of the rural 
residency graduates have gone to practice in underserved areas. 

About two years ago, Sky Lakes and OHSU expanded the rural training 
program to encompass other disciplines, including pharmacists, nurse 
practitioners and physician assistants. Sky Lakes is the hub of the OHSU 
Campus for Rural Health, though students also rotate to other rural 
communities, and all receive multi-disciplinary, team-based training. 

"The concept is to use hands-on training to best prepare the next generation of 
professionals to practice interprofessionally," Jacobs said. 
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The four-story building also consolidates several standalone primary care 
clinics, which will now be able to employ 50 percent more providers than 
before, Stewart said. 

The building will open for patients in January. 

 

 The 100,000-square-foot building will allow for an expansion of primary care. 
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