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New center to advance collaborative, community-focused 
health care in Klamath Falls 
$50-million project includes 100,000 square-foot building to house providers, medical 
clinics, training facilities  
 
KLAMATH FALLS, Oregon – Officials are celebrating the beginning of a $50-million project that 
aims to improve health care in south-central Oregon by encouraging collaboration and innovation 
between local health care professionals and OHSU students and resident physicians who want to 
better serve rural Oregonians. 
 
The resulting Sky Lakes Collaborative Health Center is expected to be completed in late 2019 and 
open for business in 2020. The center’s construction is the product of a partnership between OHSU, 
Oregon’s only academic health center, and Sky Lakes Medical Center, a non-profit, community-owned 
hospital that serves Klamath and Lake counties. 
 
“I am very excited by the progress we’re making on this vital collaboration,” said OHSU President Joe 
Robertson, M.D., M.B.A. “We create partnerships like this to leverage resources. We also partner 
to learn from each other. This is not something either of us can do alone, andthat¹s what I think 
excites me the most.” 
 
Speakers at today’s groundbreaking ceremony included Elena Andresen, Ph.D., OHSU executive 
vice president and provost, Paul Stewart, Sky Lakes president and CEO, and Joyce Hollander-
Rodriguez, M.D., director of the Cascades East Family Medicine Residency Program and regional 
associate dean of the OHSU Campus for Rural Health, Klamath Falls. 
 
The four-story, nearly 100,000 square-foot building will serve as a central home for most of Sky 
Lakes’ primary care providers. OHSU staff and students will train and learn in building’s bottom two 
floors, while the top two floors will provide a new home for Sky Lakes medical clinics. 
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Enhancing health education 
The ground floor will be home to OHSU’s Campus for Rural Health, which brings interprofessional 
teams of students to rural Oregon so they can learn and practice community-focused health care. The 
program has brought about 190 medical, nursing, dentistry, pharmacy and physician assistant 
students to Klamath Falls since 2015.  
 
At the heart of OHSU’s ground-floor space will be a health care simulation center, where OHSU 
students can practice providing care in a multiple-bay simulation theater and exam rooms occupied 
by high-tech mannequins and actors portraying patients. The simulation center will also be made 
available to health professional students at Oregon Institute of Technology and Sky Lakes staff and 
community members for professional development activities. 
 
Long-term commitment  
The new building is an example of OHSU’s long-held commitment to the Klamath Falls community. 
 
The Cascades East Family Medicine Residency Program trains new physicians by providing hands-on 
experiences to learn and serve the community. The program’s residents and faculty staff the Cascades 
East Family Medicine Clinic, which provides care for about 10,000 community members and will now 
be housed in the new building. About 150 resident physicians have been trained through the program 
since 1994. In the past six years, about half of each graduating class’ eight residents have decided to 
stay and practice medicine in the Klamath Basin. 
 
Klamath Falls has also been home to an OHSU School of Nursing regional campus, which has been 
located on the Oregon Institute of Technology campus since 1993. About 500 OHSU students have 
earned nursing degrees through the Klamath Falls campus.  
 
About OHSU 
OHSU is the only academic health center in Oregon and is nationally distinguished as a research 
university dedicated solely to advancing health sciences. This singular purpose allows us to focus on 
discoveries that prevent and cure disease, on education that prepares physicians, dentists, nurses and 
other health professionals for the evolving health care environment, and on patient care that 
incorporates the latest advances. Based in Portland, we are one of Oregon’s largest employers, operate 
the top-ranked adult and children’s hospitals in the state, and secure competitive research funding of 
more than $400 million. As a public organization, we also provide services for the most vulnerable 
Oregonians and outreach to improve health in communities across the state.
 


